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From: Shyam Sunder <sunder@nist.gov>
To: "wic@nist.gov" <wic@nist.gov>
Subject: FW: letter to the editor

Dr. S. Shyam Sunder

Director

Building and Fire Research Laboratory
National Institute of Standards and Technology
Gaithersburg, MD 20899-8600

Tel.: 301-975-5900; Fax: 301-975-4032

From: Gail Porter
Sent: Tuesday, August 26, 2008 9:40 AM

To: Shyam Sunder; Stephen Cauffman; 'therese.mcallister@nist.gov'

Cc: 'ben.stein@nist.gov'; ‘Michael E. Newman'; Heyman, Matthew; 'ann.jones@nist.gov'
Subject: FW: letter to the editor

FYlL

Gaii

From: Laura Ost

Sent: Tuesday, August 26, 2008 9:34 AM

To: ‘mnewman@nist.gov’; Benjamin Stein; Gail Porter
Subject: letier to the editor

hitp:/iwww.dallycamera.cominews/2008/aug/26/26elet/

8711
Falien towers still unexplained

Given the task of explaining why a 47-story steel framed structure collapsed symmetrically in seven seconds, the
scientists at NIST (Washington, D.C.) blamed a "new phenomenon” that allowed structural steel to fail due fo the heat of
an ordinary hydrocarbon fire similar {o those "...experienced in other tail buildings...”

Although | am not a scientist, | have the ability io read in the English language. And | did read in Appendix C of FEMA's
World Trade Center Building Performance Study, that the steel from 7 World Trade Center showed evidence of a
"severe high temperature corrosion attack on the steel, including oxidation and sulfidation, with subsequent
intergranular meiling..." NIST does not explain how a hydrocarbon fire could produce temperatures high enocugh to
cause these reactions. And NIST does not expiain how & gravity-induced collapse occurring symmetrically at free-fall
speed doses not contradict basic Newionian physics. Coincidentally, two other stecl-framed high-rise structures
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coliapsed symmetrically at free-fall speed the same day. But what do | know? I'm niot a sclentist.
MARC KRULEWITCH

Longmont
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Laura Ost

NIST Boulder Director of Media Relations
325 Broadway

Bouider, CO 80305

(303) 497-4880 phone

(303) 497-5222 fax

lost@nist.gov
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